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Epicenter Determination Ability of the Recent JMA Network
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Hirofumi Yokoyama
(Earthquake Prediction Information Division, -JMA)

Since 76-type seismographs and ocean bottom seismographs were set up from 1976 to
1979, the epicenter determination ability . of the JMA network has greatly progressed. -
Using data obtained from 1979 to 1983, the smallest magnitudes Ms in - the r’eg‘ion ‘classi-
fied" by following methods are determined by applying the data to Gutenberg- Rlchters

formula.

1) Ms in the region divided into 1" X 1° areas.

2) Ms in the region classified by the shortest distance 43 to more than three stations

from .an- epicenter.

It was found that all earthquakes above M3 occurring in the Japan island and all above

M3.8 occurring in underwater regions within 200km of the coast of Japan have had ‘their -

epicenters determined.
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